The article deals with changes in the status of teachers and the shaping of Lutheran families of teachers in the 16th and 17th centuries in the Trenčín, Liptov and Orava districts of the superintendency . It describes the formation of the families and their background .
In the 16th century Lutheran teachers faced fundamental changes as a consequence of the reformation, and one of its demands in particular -the end of the celebacy of clergymen, who represented a section of the intelligentsia, the elite, and constituted a class concerned with pastoral activities and education . The aim of this article is to investigate how the class of Lutheran teachers and their family relationships were established . The socio-economic status of this group will not be considered since it requires a study of its own .
Geographically, we will concentrate on the families in the regions of Trenčín, Liptov and Orava, which formed a separate superintendency 1 . The lesser autonomous districts were called seniorates . There were three seniorates in the region of Trenčín -Hornotrenčianske, Dolnotrenčianske and Hradňanské. They were quite independent and the superintendent (Bernát, 2007) was their only connection .
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The teachers of parish offices would often become deacons -particularly in Považská Bystrica. At other times the post of deacon would become a starting post for a clergyman when leaving for another parish office.
But let us return to family issues . In terms of Hungarian law, the principle was that the social status of the child was based on the social status of the child's father . Thus the sons would often follow in their fathers' professions and become teachers or clergymen, and the daughters would marry other clergymen or teachers . There is an apt description of Bohemia and Moravia by Zikmund Winter: "Many a parish priest or a dean would tie a young clergyman to his family, offering his daughter's hand in marriage" (Winter, 1895) .
In other words, a young teacher or clergyman would try to find a partner within his own community . Affections played only a marginal role .
A man was under the control of his family and had to conform to expectations and be devoted to the family . Basically the same is true for other reformed European countries . The pater familias played a key role in these families .
The life of a young teacher was focused on two equal aspects: career and family . Although the lives of husband and wife were closely linked, their social role was firmly predetermined. A wife was a housewife looking after her family, and a husband was primarily career-oriented . Their sons were expected to follow in their father's footsteps . Their daughters were expected to be good housewives and the parents would try to find a proper husband for them . From a legal point of view, the daughters were under the authority of their father until their marriage and under the authority of their husband after their marriage .
On numerous occasions the teachers became husbands without having to be clergymen, as opposed to some German regions where nearly one-third of clergymen (37 .1 %) were married about four months after becoming clergy members (Wahl, 2000) .
The information available does not satisfactorily answer the question of how old the women were on entering into marriage with teachers (clergymen) . At marriage the men were aged from 24 to about 27 . The legal age of marriage was 24 for men and 16 for women .
Due to difficulties in ascertaining the real age of a person, physical maturity was the deciding factor in those days (Malý & Sivák, 1988) . In second marriages we have found no case of the woman being older than the man . There were even rare cases where a teacher (clergyman) had a daughter who was a single mother. Ondrej Kerner Očovský (Kernerius, Kernerus, Kerneris), the pastor in Kamenná Poruba, was one of them . His daughter was seduced, probably by the rector Ondrej Laurentii who was mistreated
by the pastor and his son and the rector even communicated his complaint about this to the senior Eliáš Ladiver, Sr (Holuby, 1988) .
Therefore, many families in this class were linked through marriage or baptism or tutorship . Baptism was important but there were differences in the ways it was carried out . The choice of godparents was important . A church order from Kremnica in 1558 required "that the godparents be devoutly urged to carry out their duties and pray to God for the faith of the infants..." (Križko, 1948) .
In the case of the untimely death of the parents, the other teachers (clergymen) would become "the tutors" of the children of deceased relatives or friends. Ján Gažúr placed his son Matiáš (Michal) into the foster care of Matej Lochman and Tomáš Fabian from Mošovce . There were several similar cases .
The documents of the time cannot provide us with any information about adoption rates and related issues in the families examined .
Nepotism was strengthened through the consolidation of this class, the establishment of the seniorates and the creation of superintendencies . Families supported and favored their relatives . This was typical of Europe as a whole . In the Kingdom of Hungary it was typical not just of the Roman Catholic Church but of the Calvinist Church and the Unitas Fratrum as well .
The schools in Bánovce nad Bebravou and Bytča can be used as examples. In Bánovce there were six Lányis and in Bytča there were five, not including Eliáš Lányi, the first superintendent of Trenčín, Liptov and Orava .
Moreover, it was not uncommon for a father and later his son to be teachers at the same school. For example, this was true of Juraj and Zachariáš Clementis and Eliáš Ladiver, Sr. and Eliáš Ladiver, Jr. in Žilina, and Ján and Teodor Sopúšek in Trenčín, etc.
Personal references were important and future career prospects could be improved if a person was depicted in a flattering light within an influential family . For instance, the rector Leonard Mokošini (Mokoschini, Mokoschinus) in Partizánska Ľupča recommended his student Jakub Cebani (Czebanius, Czebonius Briznensis Pannonius) to his brother Juraj who was the pastor in Boca. Cebani would go on to become Juraj's deacon (Prónay & Stromp, 1905) .
Close relationships were formed amongst those studying as well . Students would often attend several schools. For example, Juraj Clementis studied alongside Ján Krman, Sr. and Krman's daughter Rebeka would later go on to become Clementis' wife .
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ing position . Almost all of the clergymen in the region under examination had taught before becoming clergymen, so it was not uncommon for them to meet their former students who had already become teachers or clergymen. For example, Matej Hranica (Hranicza, Hranicenus, Hranický), the rector in Bojnice, would go on to become the pastor in Žabokreky nad Nitrou.
He offered a teaching post to his former student Vavrinec Sartoris in 1609 (Triplicis Ordinis …, f . 6) . Nowadays we would call it lobbying . Many of the village teachers, unable to attend the leading schools in the Kingdom of Hungary or one of the foreign schools, taught at village schools for a long time . Their hopes of a better teaching post or of becoming clergymen had never been fulfilled.
At some parish offices (Drietoma, Rajecká Lesná, Udiča, Višňové, Žaškov, etc .) none of the teachers we know of became ordained priests . Their social power was very limited and their social responsibility negligible . On the other hand, in other villages and small towns like Bobot and Uhrovec all of the teachers were ordained as priests .
Some of the teachers would migrate to obtain a better teaching post . A wealthy landowner would often move teachers and clergymen from one region to another . This kind of migration was not restricted by either the superintendency or the seniorates . For instance, the Balaš (Balassa) family owned land in the regions of Trenčín and Novohrad, so Eliáš Institoris Mošovský was the rector in Považská Bystrica from 1620, then he was the pastor in Ľuboreč from 1622, and in Udiča from 1628.
Many of the rectors (deacons) married into the families of pastors . This was quite understandable because the pastor was obliged to "set the table" for them every Sunday and on feast days . The rectors had close relationships with the pastor's family . The pastors used to make use of the situation to marry off their daughters. For instance, Samuel Paulíni, Jr., the pastor in Rajec, wanted his daughter Justína to marry the rector Ondrej Fabricius (Fabrina, called Miško) . Their disagreement was so intense that the rector had to leave Rajec and later became the pastor in Liptov .
There are no genealogies of these families which would allow us to determine how many pastors' and teachers' daughters married teachers or clergymen. Based on the available data we estimate that every fourth or fifth adult daughter was one of them .
The married couple was supposed to live moderately and in accordance with good manners . They were supposed to serve as an example of a peaceful, devout, diligent and family life .
These couples represented a united community and collectively they were supposed to show how to live an exemplary life . On the other hand, any one of these couples could be punished for their transgressions . These families were prevented from advancing further by marital obstacles firmly specified in family law. This applied mainly to blood relatives. There was even a legal kinship, i .e . a kind of adoption or brother-in-law, and a spiritual kinship between godparents and godchildren . The obstacles were not absolute and the engaged couple could request to be exempted from them (Malý & Sivák, 1988) .
A marriage was terminated by the death of the husband or wife (or by the pronouncement of his or her death) . We found no cases of separation (divorce) .
Even though teachers were obliged to be in mourning for their deceased wives, they would often marry another woman quite quickly after the funeral . The wife of a deceased teacher would often marry another man soon after the funeral . It was a matter of survival . The death of a husband meant the loss of a breadwinner .
On the other hand, a teacher needed someone to keep house and to show that a Christian family could become a reality . Thus the well-known teacher (pastor) Eliáš Ladiver, Jr. was married four times. Older men especially needed someone to take care of them. Such is the case of John Amos Comenius whose third wife was a very young Jana Gajusová from Týn nad Vltavou. From the legal point of view, old age was reached at 60 . We have not discovered any teacher marrying after reaching the age of 60 . Even after reaching 45, a daughter or some other female relative kept house for a teacher whose wife had passed away .
Nonetheless, women were not personally free and legally independent . The words of Apostle Paul in the Bible make this point clear: "Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law" . (1Cor .14:34, compare with 11:5-12) .
The lives of the wives of teachers are quite hard to recount . There are no sources, and what we have was written by men . The wives were supposed to be a sort of "mistress of the house", "companion" to the teachers . Their lives were completely subordinate to those of the men .
There is basically no information available about their literacy or education. Some of them could write, that much we know, like Judita Masníková, the wife of the rector Matej Domkovič in Dolný Kubín and later in Dubnica nad Váhom, but this seems to have been a rarity . Legally, the male gender was considered to be sexus dignior -a superior gender . the shaping of the lutheran teaching profession and lutheran families of teachers... Having a large number of children placed considerable demands on the mother . Thanks to the high birth rate, many of the families could grow and strengthen their influence (the number of rectors and pastors in the Trenčín, Liptov and Orava superintendency are stated in parentheses). a r t i C l e S 1 1 0
As the table indicates, the largest numbers of teachers were from the following families: Hadík (6), Chalupka (6), Lányi (6, excluding the Caban branch), Petrovič (5), Doršič (4), Fabricius (4), Lišovíni (4), Sartorius (4), Sinapius (4) and Sopúšek (4) . The total number of teachers was 119 . An additional 63 teachers can be added from the families into which a teacher married . Thus we obtain a total number of 182 teachers in the superintendency . Teachers from the families who did not work in the superintendency are not included .
This means that 316 teachers and clergymen came from the families listed . Apart from these families, there were fathers and sons, brothers, uncles, nephews and cousins working in the superintendency . In total they numbered 24 couples .
We decided to include only one of the teacher's known workplaces in the following alphabetical list: cantor Ján Apostolus, Sr. Due to the lack of available data, the average number of children in teachers' families remains unknown to us . Some families were childless but some had 24 or 25 children .
1 1 1 the shaping of the lutheran teaching profession and lutheran families of teachers... Source: There were schools with many teachers but some village schools had just a few teachers. Not every parish office had a school. In some of the smaller parish offices (Bielice, Dobrá, Kamenná Poruba, Boca, etc.) there was no school at all . It is interesting to note that in the Orava seniorate there was not a parish office that did not have a school. Some of the larger parish offices even had two schools.
The total number of clergymen and teachers was 1305 and 316 of them (24 .21 %) were from the families under investigation . If we add another 37 pairs consisting of fathers and sons and brothers, we arrive at a figure of 29 .88 % . We estimate that we have no data on about 10 % of the families . That means that one-third of the pastors and rectors came from these families .
The families of clergymen and teachers were able to give the children a solid foundation on which to build. For example, in the large Lišovíni family there were four physicians -Ján Lišovíni (* 1680), Ján Lišovíni (1713-1757), Ondrej Lišovíni (1672-1714?) and Samuel Dávid (the 1700s).
The increasing number of educated persons even made it possible for some of the member of these families to find work abroad, where there were also better conditions, earnings, circumstances and more religious tolerance . Religious tolerance was only an issue for a small number of educated persons, mainly those leaning towards Calvinism, the Unitas Fratrum or Utraquism .
These were Slovak figures who spoke Slovak as their mother tongue, which helped to create more favorable conditions for the national intelligentsia to emerge (Kuzmík, 1976) . The families established roles as "mavens" (or experts) (Gladwell, 2006) . The family members would become experts or "masters" in a particular field of study . Therefore, it is understandable that several members of these families would hold several important posts in seniorates .
The families even included several foreigners from Bohemia and Moravia (Adami, Perlička, Petrozelinus, Šumberg), Germany (Haler, Krman, Paulini, Sinapius), Silesia (Tranovský) and Poland. Alexander Karol Curtius (Kurtius) who was the rector in Partizánska Ľupča, was from Lithuania.
By the end of the 17th century, the Catholic Reformation (Counter-Reformation) had already started to take effect, with Catholic clergymen and teachers becoming more prominent . The number of evangelical intelligentsia decreased and jobs were harder to find.
The Catholic Reformation, wars and suffering left scars on the teachers' families . The families of evangelical teachers were in decline and conversion to the Catholic faith started to become more prevalent . Village teachers were more likely to change religion and adopt the Catholic faith because of their social status .
Nevertheless, the role that the families of evangelical teachers played in the national revival was important . But that is a different topic to be dealt with .
